GNHA HIKE, 11-28-2009
ASHMORE / CHANDLER HERITAGE PRESERVE
Persimmon Ridge Road to “The Rock” & return.


The hike started off with 18 people signed in, but we “lost” two of these at the very outset. Try as we may, we could only come up with 16 heads. It turned out that one couple had each signed the roster for the other one. Once we got the number down to manageable size, we all ascended the trail at various paces, breaking up into several groups. In spite of having to make several rather obscure turns, everyone got to the top on the first attempt. We had a leisurely but early lunch while enjoying the view to the south of Paris Mountain, the Greenville skyline, and the Pickens County mountains. 


On the return trip, a mile or so from the rock, we noticed a logging road going downhill to the south. We figured it must come out in the valley somewhere near the lake. We had a referendum and everyone agreed to try it. Some people would soon regret this decision. About a third of the way down the mountain the road gradually faded away leaving us in the trackless wilderness. Some of our group were experienced off-trail hikers and others were somewhat outside their comfort zones. Being spread out on a trail is no cause for concern, but being randomly scattered throughout the countryside is. We managed to hold somewhat together in two groups and avoid losing anyone. 


About halfway down the mountain we came upon a spectacular view of the middle of the waterfall. For some, this was a self avowed “once in a lifetime” experience. After another half hour of slipping, sliding, and scooting, we finally reached the road around the lake. We proceeded clockwise around this trail to the cars. Some of our group had a few anxious moments, but upon reaching the security of the cars all agreed that it had been a wonderful adventure.     
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