Hike Report
Bull Pen Road to Ellicott Rock via Bad Creek Trail
Saturday 15 August 2009

America’s Poet Laureate, Robert Frost, once declared that “good fences make good neighbours”.

It must be true then for the States of North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia as their trisection comprises of three separate markers in, or on the banks of, the Wild and Scenic Chattooga River…and we found them all on Saturday!

The eight intrepid “finder outers”, in random order, were:

Dusty Deming

Traudel Scheumann

Trudy Bruns

Jim Lamb

Dennis Doherty

Steve Acres

Rick Garrison

Alan Toney (L)

The three markers, in chronological order, were:

NC/GA: est 1811, inscribed “N G”, on Ellicott Rock, east bank.

NC/SC: est 1813, inscribed “Lat 35, AD 1813, NC+SC”, on Commissioner Rock, 20ft downstream, east bank. 

SC/GA: est 1996, inscribed “SC 1996”, on Chattooga Rock, midstream…the accepted trisection today.
All markers had been recently cleaned and so were easily identified and photographed.

Lunch was on the white sand beach in “The Orphan Strip” a.k.a. Walton County, just north of the trisection.

The weather belied the forecast and stayed mainly sunny throughout the hike, with a high in the low eighties and 50% humidity, comfortable under a good canopy.
Just one small grass snake was spotted despite a local hunter’s warning of ‘lots of rattlers in the gorge this year’.

D: 6 miles        EG: est 700 ft        R: MS        Drive: 120 m RT     $6.

