    Two Ford Crossing of the Chattooga River

                                    Saturday August 7, 2010

 

	Nine of us:  Peter Taylor, Fran Spicer, Anne Nixon, Bo and Suzy Bhogani and Jean and David Wilder started from McDonalds's @ University Square with the weather set fair while Pat and Don Hensley met us at Sandy Ford.  

Leaving one car at Sandy Ford we took the other two with all our hikers to Earle's Ford.  I had checked with the USGS Web site for River Water Levels and calculated that the water at the two Fords was low enough for wading.  Nevertheless it was a slow crossing as we first had to pass a huge St. Bernard dog apparently guarding the entrance to the shallowest route.  We watched a group of horsemen and women cross in the smooth water, which was comparatively deep, they (the riders) didn't even get their feet wet. They made it look easy. On the Georgia side we donned our boots again and after a few false starts which I believe that I faked quite successfully; we selected a likely route; the Georgia beach has a thousand  possibilities but it took only four tries before we met up with the marked trail (The Chattooga River Trail uses the Bartram Trail for this section and it is marked with yellow diamonds). But then we came to Warwoman's Creek crossing which required debooting and rebooting but the weather was so delightful and the water so cool that nobody complained.  Out loud.

The trail is well marked from this point and it was only about two miles to the swimming hole on an island in the River.  We ate lunch and watched some the canoers we had seen struggling down the trail porting their canoes an hour earlier.  Then we had a nice swim.  Some swam, some lay in the fast current alongside the island in a channel specially designed for massaging. The river was up about five inches and the current much faster than on the hike last year.  Nobody drowned and everybody seemed delighted even though it was quite a struggle to get onto the island due to a huge dead tree that had been swept across the usually easy path since we were there last.  

After lunch the swimmers and the island explorers reassembled and set off for the last stretch.  

We couldn't believe how cool it was and we pitied those who had stayed behind in the sweltering Greenville.

We were once more tested when we past the Dick's Creek Falls turn-off.  A new bridge had been swept from its moorings and was lying at the bottom of the Dick's Creek bed in a gorge. We scouted along the banks and discovered a place where we could cross.  I was proud of our group for nobody really fell into the creek even though the rock leapings that were required, required skills not everybody knew we had.  

After that, the trail was straightforward; you can leave the Bartram Trail at one point and take the River Trail (with pale green markings).  Either way works and it was not long before we joined a happy bunch of Georgians on the Sandy Ford beach.  The Sandy Ford crossing was easier than Earle's Ford, the water was not so deep along a nice ridge on the downstream edge of the Ford.  I believe that you could get across with dry knees if you tried.  A small group of happy holiday makers chatted with us and offered us cans of beer or, when we hesitated even a jug of wine. Probably because we didn't want our drivers to be envious, we thanked them but didn't accept their kind offers.  The last stage is about a ten minute walk to the parking lot. Pat and Don took the two drivers back to Earle's Ford to complete the shuttle while the rest of us watched a bunch of yellow Swallowtails frolicking in a patch of Joe Pye Weed. Those Yellow Swallowtails were mean when a black Swallowtail appeared and wanted to play too. At first I thought that the black fellow was trying to mess around with the yellow girl, but suddenly all the yellowtails turned on Blacktail and he departed, his tail between his wings.

It was a very nice day and we departed tired.

I goofed by forgetting my camera but Pat Hensley took plenty pictures and I bet she'll make them available.  So keep your eyes open.

 

Respectfully, peter and fran.

 


