July 18, 2009

Raspberry-Rattlesnake-Ramble!

 

Hikers-

Bev Parlier, Hike Leader

Dennis Doherty

Keith Block

Sutton Graham

Steve Root

Trudy Bruns

Traudel Scheumann

Bo Boghani

Suzy Boghani

Margaret Burns

Francis Mathes
 

 

We began our hike behind the horse stables on Clawhammer Road in Pisgah. We went up,up,up stopping occasionally to pick a few raspberries and blackberries. After about 3 miles we stopped at a wildlife field. This was absolutely the motherlode of raspberries! We picked and ate berries and lunched here. Margaret outpicked us all with her full milk jug container. From here we continued up Clawhammer. Bev next entertained us by nearly stepping on a rattlesnake. He coiled into strike position and rattled as we cautiously took pictures and made our way past him. After a few minutes we took a left on an old forest service road. Someone near the front of the hikers said Hey here's another rattlesnake on the left! We all gathered around to look at snake number 2 and he did a slight rattle. This alerted another snake down the way who vigorously rattled back. Everyone voted to continue on the trail instead of turning back - anything for raspberries! We picked a few more along the wa! ! y as we made our way to Avery Creek Trail. Here we turned left and made our way down Avery Creek Trail, we passed waterfalls, cascades and an old cabin foundation. Thankfully no more rattlesnakes! We hiked about 8 miles. A great time was had by all!

Tom and Bev
