July 17, 2010

Yesterday, Saturday, 07/17/ I led Linda Bowie’s Pisgah hike over Black Balsam and Tennent Mts to Ivestor Gap on Art Loeb and back on Graveyard Ridge and Mountains to the Sea. Linda was out with an injury.  The other hikers were Ron and Sharon Blake, Ned Jones, Ron Howitz, and Dusty Deming.  We considered canceling because of a weather forecast of 60% chance of thunderstorms up there. It looked fine here so we went ahead thinking we could abort if it looked too threatening. The weather turned out a little cloudy but mostly beautiful and cool with no threat of a storm. The GPS’s showed about 6.5 miles of hiking and 1200 feet of climbing. The views were fantastic. The only negative was the rough condition of the trails especially the Art Loeb and Mountains to the Sea. They were badly rutted and over grown in places. Nevertheless this is one of our best hikes, especially in July-- the two mountains are over 6000 ft and you don’t go below 5000 ft.

Dean Rainey
