Hike Report - Saturday, July 3, 2010

Wintergreen Falls / Grassy Creek
DuPont State Forest, NC

 

Hikers: Steve Acres, Chris Berg, Peggy Brock, Linda Hill, Ron Howitz, Dean Rainey, Juanita Ray, Jan Snower, Susie Thompson, and hike leader Paul Serridge

It was nice to have a reasonably large group for a hike on the Saturday of the Independence Day weekend and it was a great day for a hike. The temperature was in the upper 60s when we set out and was probably in the mid 70s when we finished – a good ten degrees cooler than in Greenville.

We started the hike at the Lake Imaging parking area in DuPont State Forest. Our route took us up the Ridgeline Trail, and then on the Hooker Creek Trail, the White Pine Trail, the Tarkiln (or Tarklin – the signs show both spellings) Branch Road, and then on the Wintergreen Falls Trail to the falls where we ate lunch in bright sunshine. 

When we arrived at the falls a hiker with another group rather excitedly told us to be careful as a snake was under a small rock near the water. I asked him what kind of snake and he said “a venomous snake, probably a Copperhead”! As we were eating lunch the snake came out to sun itself on a rock. It was a harmless Common Water Snake. 

After lunch we hiked back along the Wintergreen Falls Trail and then took the Sandy Trail, the Tarkiln/Tarklin (?) Branch Road, and the Thomas Cemetery Road to the cemetery where we paused to read the inscriptions on the 19th century gravestones.

We then joined the Buck Forest Road where our fearless leader turned right when he should have turned left! Fortunately, he discovered his error after a short time. The group decided collectively that, rather than turning back (No retreat!), we could do a loop on the Isaac Heath Trail to get back on the correct route, thus adding about a mile to the total distance. Some hikers kindly told me that if I had said nothing nobody would have known that we were not on the planned route.
Buck Forest Road, followed by Lake Imaging Road led us to a short trail to the top of Grassy Creek Falls, a very picturesque spot.

We stopped at Lake Imaging for the obligatory hiking group photograph and then made our way back to the cars.

Statistics: 10 Miles (loop) / 900 feet EG (GPS and map) / 4 hours including the stop for lunch. RT driving distance from University Square is 74 miles (1 hour each way via Caesar’s Head).
See related pictures from Ron Horwitz and Linda Hill in the Photo Album.

 

Paul Serridge
 

