HIKE REPORT
HIKE # 1 - JUNE 29, 2008
DuPont State Forest. NC - STONE MOUNTAIN
HIKERS: Charley Sissney, Susie Thompson, Traudel Scheumann, Chris Marsh, Fran Marsh, Sharon & Ron Blake
We started out at the North parking lot at about 11:15 AM. We hiked north and east on Farmhouse Trail, then north and west on Shoal Creek Trail to Sky Valley Road. From there we went north to Old CCC Road where we soon picked up the trailhead to Rocky Ridge Trail. This is an old logging road which ascends in lifts to its intersection with Stone Mountain Trail (more up hill). The reward, after a constant up-hill climb,  is a rock bald with very nice mountain views where we had lunch while enjoying the scenery. Otherwise, the hike doesn't have many redeeming values except for a small grassy bald on the way, a nice boulder patch and a Rhody tunnel.  It was hot going and we were glad for the mostly shady trails and an occasional breeze.
The hike was 5.9 miles with an elevation gain of 1000 feet. Total hike time, including the short lunch stop (rain clouds overhead) was 3 hours.
Sharon & Ron & Blake, hike leaders
