Hike Report
Hike #1 Saturday, June 13, 2009
WINTERGREEN FALLS LOOP- DUPONT SATE FOREST
 

Present: Janet Rollins, Traudel Scheumann, Trudy Bruns, Lynda Fredsell, Betty Perry, Dean Rainey, Chris Marsh, Sharon & Ron Blake

We had a very nice day for the hike, even though scattered T-storms were predicted for later in the day. No hikers showed up for Hike #2, so Dean - who was filling in for Hike #2 leader David Morris - joined our crew. And, good guy that he is - Dean promptly ‘volunteered’ to be sweep.

Our group stayed tight and maintained a nice moderate pace. We took a few short breaks to check out trailside wildflowers and plants. Betty identified several plants that some of us weren’t familiar with. (Sorry about ending the sentence with a preposition). How about this: Betty identified several plants with which some of us were unfamiliar? Your choice. She even gave their Latin names which everyone committed to memory.

We had a leisurely lunch at Wintergreen Falls which was flowing vigorously thanks to the recent rains.

Chris, who met us at the trailhead, left our lunch spot early and finished the hike on his own and by a route only known to him. Perhaps he bushwhacked back to the trailhead?

There were many horseback riders, mountain bikers and a few other hikers on our route. We stopped to gab with some of the equestrians. One of the horses took the opportunity to sneeze in Dean’s face. That event set him back more than a few steps.

During a short stop at Thomas Cemetery, I showed Lynda a nearby geocache and logged her in. So, Lynda can now lay claim that she has “been geocaching”. 

Not much excitement. No snakes, bees or bears. But we had a very enjoyable day.

Thanks to Dean for sweeping and to Betty for her flora prowess and to the hikers for staying behind the leaders and in front of the sweep - most of the time.

Total hike time including lunch and stops: 4 hrs 30 min. Official, unofficial GPS statistics: Miles: 8.42 (8.5 listed), Elevation gain 900 (600 listed). We will double check the EG.

Ron & Sharon Blake

Hike leaders
