June 6, 2009

Eight hikers participated in my 6 June hike. We descended on the Foothills Trail through typical mixed hardwood forest from the Fish Hatchery Road down to Burrells Ford, where we left the Foothills and proceeded upriver on the Chattooga Trail. Here the forest was older, with mature hardwoods and hemlocks. We detoured briefly to the always beautiful Spoon Augur Falls, and then continued upriver to a riverside beach for lunch. Fletcher Mann took a swim in the deep, clear pool there, but the rest of us thought the water much too cold.
 

After lunch we made our way on upriver to the East Fork Trail, following it (and the East Fork of the Chattooga) two and a half miles to our cars at the Fish hatchery.
 

On this hike we observed very few ground level flowers still blooming, but there was a profusion of both pink and white mountain laurel. We did notice, sadly, that a high percentage of the hemlocks in the river gorges are now dead or dying, victims of the wooly adelgid. When those trees have all fallen the riverine environment will be a different place, sunnier and warmer. Not good for many native species which thrive in cool, shady conditions.
 

Mike Despeaux
