HIKE REPORT
JUNE 6, 2008
HIKE #2 - ASHMORE HERITAGE PRESERVE TO "THE ROCK"
 

Present: Emaline Burnette, Dusty Deming, Anne Nixon, Tom Buis, Bill Robertson, Mike Despeaux*, Linda Miles, Sim Wright, Sharon & Ron Blake.
It was very warm right from the start of the hike which begins and stays on an ascent for the first two miles. The second leg of the hike (once we got off the new, and well blazed, Mountain Bridge Passage Trail) was very overgrown with grasses and brush and thus provided nice accommodations and launch-sites for ticks. Those that decided to abandon their environment - and, many did - clearly favored the men. Bill Robertson ended the day with 7 hitchhikers, Sim with at least 4 and Ron with 4. Bill reported later that one had burrowed into his chest and he removed it by scraping it off with a knife. 
We found "The Rock" with no problem. We chose a shady spot, parked there for while and enjoyed the beautiful mountain views. From there we reversed our route, then detoured to Lake Wattacoo as planned. We had lunch on the wooden bridge where we gabbed and enjoyed the scenery. The falls were not in evidence due to the lack of rainfall in recent weeks.
From the lake, we took a spur-trail shortcut back to the Mountain Bridge Passage Trail and back to the trailhead at Camp Spearhead. This shortened the hike to about 6-3/4 miles which took 4 hours including breaks.
We enjoyed the hike and the company. I was hot, but we 'sweated it out' with good friends.
Ron & Sharon Blake - Hike leaders
* Mike Despeaux intended to lead his scheduled hike (#2 Foothills Trail/East Fork Trail Loop), but Bill Robertson was the only other hiker to show up for it, so they decided to join the Ashmore hikers.
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