June 5-7, 2009

I am pleased to report that our latest Smoky Campout was indeed a roaring success, enjoyed by a full house of 20 young, eager and interesting participants, plus Moon Park and Dennis Doherty who hunkered down nearby in the over-flo daily campground.
 

The "event" began on Friday, with a slow delivered, but power packed brkfst at the Coffee Pot near TR for 10 early birds, followed by carpooling as such, we arrived at the NC/Tenn. line in a pouring rainstorm, prompting memories of earlier campouts. 
but alas, the deluge quickly turned to a sprinkle, and soon after, clear weather.............
tents erected, gear scattered, us "birds" laced our boots for a trek up Big Creek, a river by most standards, but here, known only as a creek, with the destination of Mouse Creek Falls and beyond........
back at camp, welcoming more afternoon arrivals, food on the grittles, it was time for the early evening event..........the American Made fire....!!!!
once a fierce competition between certain nationalities, now the responsibility of King Firebuilder hisself...........
 

Sat., up early, a wonderful weather day.............
the beauty of these campouts is that there are no hard and fast schedules...........therefore, this year as in others, we scatter to the wind with different destinations in mind for the day..........
the largest group choose the Cherry Creek Trail to Max Patch and back, with some meeting at the top, and still others completely different itineraies..........
 

Sat. evening, with a subdued Anne Nixon, and a rather shy Ron Blake, the round-the-fire-sing along never quite hit the high notes that we campers had hoped for..........
instead, our very own Linda Miles, creative as she is, stepped up to the plate as entertainment director, and led the group in a quite hysterical "group therapy" session, purging campers of two years past from the painful memories of the "big washout".........
each camper being instructed within a comic theme, describing their own version of that "historical night..."
Ms. Anne then led the singing with her own impromptu version of "stormy night" .............
 

all in all, i would say that Campout #6 was a roaring success............
why, quite simple.........its the folks themselves...
 what surprises me, but shouldn't, is how a group of 20 + folks, average age approx. mid 60's, can gather together in a group, weather all kind of conditions, hike till they drop, feast as Kings and Queens, sleep on hard wet cold ground, joke and carry on and bond so well together ..............
a most wonderful group........
 

so, thanks again yaw'll.............for a most enjoyable weekend in da Smoks........
and, hope to rally 'round again next year........
 

bill
 

