Hike Report for Sat 30 May 2009
Coontree Loop ++

The original hike (as advertised) was extended with three extra legs …Bennett’s Gap trail to the gravel road, past the Stables then up Perry’s Cove trail to Saddle Gap.

Happy Wanderers totaled 10, being in reverse alphabetical order by given name:

Steve Root

Sharon Blake

Ron Blake (Sweep)…thanks, Ron.
Lynne Urell

Linda Miles

Keith Block

Dusty Deming

Dianne Busby

Betty Perry 

Alan Toney (Leader)

The wildflowers were past their best, but compensated by extensive stands of Mountain Laurel in full bloom and an early showing of Rhodies.
Weather was ‘darn near perfect’: sunny, high 70s, soft winds, low humidity and excellent visibility with 100% Carolina Blue skies, punctuated  by just two wispy clouds floating from right to left during lunch.

Lunch was self-serve, with a picture postcard view looking west to the three plutons… Cedar, John and Looking Glass Rocks. Also glimpsed were Mt Pisgah, Frying Pan tower to the east, Pilot Mtn and (we think) Black Balsam and Mt Hardy on the west horizon. Across Avery Creek we faced Clawhammer and Black Mtns.

Eight of us walked right past, but Linda and Ron spotted a 5 ft timber rattler, coiled and resting by the trail. Keith, in his eagerness to photograph, almost backed into a young copperhead just a few feet away. Unfortunately, an all too rare occurrence these days…

The enhanced hike logged 7.2 miles and 1765 feet elevation by the presidential GPS…4 hrs 35 mins including a leisurely lunch.

Keith has posted photographs separately. Thanks Keith. Ctrl+Click here for Keith’s Photographs
