Hike Report
Hike #2 - DuPont Loop - Fawn Lake Access
Saturday, May 29, 2010
8 miles/1100 ft EG advertised
 

We had eight hikers including Hike #1 leader, Steve Root. Only Suzanne Engelmann signed up for Steve's hike, so he and Suzanne joined our hike. Others: Jim Woodside, Paul Serridge, Muriel Hayler, Janet Rollins, Lynne Scoggins and Ron Blake.
 

We hiked on these trails, more or less in a clockwise direction: Fawn Lake, Mine Mountain, Laurel Ridge, Shoals, Corn Mill Shoals, Bridal Veil Falls, Barn, Conservation Rd, Julia Rd & Reasonover Creek. 
 

Along the way we visited Corn Mill Shoals, the base of Bridal Veil Falls and had lunch at Lake Julia. We saw some Flame Azalea and clusters of Mountain Laurel in bloom. A handsome Eastern Box turtle was taking life easy in the middle of a trail. We put him off the trail so he'd be out of danger from mountain bikes and equestrian traffic. 
 

There are fairly long ascents on Mine Mountain and Reasonover Creek Trail, but the grades are constant. Otherwise, the trail surfaces and grades are easy going and the creek crossings are easy as well. There is a major crossing on Reasonover Creek Trail where about 20 large and very stable boulders have been placed. For most hikers this should be an easy maneuver, except in high water when the rocks could be submerged.
 

The trails are well marked, but it is easy to get 'off course' in DuPont so it's best to carry an up-to-date trail map.
 

Statistics: 8.7 miles (due to a Corn Mill Shoals diversion), EG: 1100 ft (GPS); Total time including lunch: 4 hours.
 

See related pictures in the Photo Albums section.
 

Ron Blake
Hike Leader
