HIKE REPORT
HIKE #2 - PISGAH - PINK BEDS LOOP/BARNETT BRANCH
5/22/2010
 

Six GNHAers participated in this hike: Steve Root, Traudel Scheumann, Trudy Brun, Linda Miles & Ron & Sharon Blake. We departed University Square under ominous skies, but with a workable weather forecast. We started on the southerly branch of the Pink Beds Loop (PBL) for a counterclockwise hike. But, after 1/2 mile we encountered a flooded area for as far as we could see. The beavers have been busy. So, we retreated back to the trail junction and proceeded on the Pink Beds Loop Trail - this time on the northerly branch. It soon warmed up and swarms of gnats decided to have us for brunch. Traudel, Trudy, Sharon and Linda took measures to ward the pests of by tucking ferns in their hats and sweatbands thus looking like they had grown green antlers. If you look carefully at the photos, you may see the 'anti-gnat' devices. There is no scientific evidence regarding the success of the procedure.
 

We continued clockwise on the PBL past one leg of Barnett Branch until we reached another leg of Barnett Branch (a left turn). We hiked uphill for about 1/2 mile, then reversed back to the PBL. Went left there and in about 100 yards encountered the Burnett Branch Trail*. Took a right, crossed a long plank bridge  and came to the northern leg of the PBL, went left and returned to the trailhead.
 

It turned out to be a very nice day for a hike. We did see some wildflowers, fiddlehead ferns and some flame azaleas.
 

The hike was 7.5 miles, with an elevation gain of 500 feet (as per GPS) and took 3 hrs 45 min. Trails and junctions are well blazed. Trailhead is on Hwy 276 in Pisgah at the Pink Beds Picnic Area which is located about 9 miles north of the Pisgah Ranger Station on the right. Roundtrip from University Square is 120 miles and takes about 1-1/2 hours w/ a stop.
 

Photos and the hike sketch can be found under PHOTO ALBUMS > RON & SHARON BLAKE - 5/22/2010.
 

 *Note: The Pisgah Ranger District map shows that the Burnett Branch Trail runs a straight line where it crosses the southerly section of the Pink Beds Loop. There is a jog here as shown on the referenced sketch. 
 

Ron & Sharon Blake
Hike Leaders
