HIKE REPORT
A substitute hike for today, 20 Feb 2010, due to adverse trail conditions in Pisgah…

…therefore, the Mountain Bridge Access trail, “Camp Spearhead to Oil Camp Creek Overlook”  and return, with a loop around Lake Wattacoo in the Ashmore Heritage Reserve…8 miles or so, 1200 ft elevation or so…starting and finishing with eleven hikers exactly, those being:

Sutton Graham, Steve Root, Mike Wolfhard (Sweep), Linda Hill, Keith Block, Jim Woodside, Janet Rollins, Cindy Frellick, Bokson Miller, Bill McDonald and Alan Toney (Leader).

The “partly cloudy” forecast materialized into a full sun hanging in a ‘Carolina Blue’ sky with temperatures topping out at 59 degrees. Lots of water in the streams and falls proved an added bonus.

Although dormant now, the 560 acre Ashmore Heritage Trust warrants a return trip this Summer  to view the Pitcher Plants, the rare Grass of Parnassus, Indian Paint Brush and the Piedmont Ragwort up on the granite wall that serves as a backdrop to the lake. Equally rare critters include the Green Salamander and Rafinesque’s Big Eared Bat.                                                                                                                                                   And then there’s the elusive Moonshiners’ Cave and Sugar Shack somewhere up near the Falls…           …to be continued. 

Thanks Mike, for sweeping.

Keith will provide photographic proof that we all got out alive.

Alan T. 

