Activity Report - GNHA New Year's Day gathering - Paris Mountain State Park

 

The GNHA faithfuls were treated to a beautiful, crisp day and they showed up in big numbers. Seventy-six to be exact. Two hikes were organized and each group headed out at 10:00AM. Andy Heman led a group of about 16 down Mountain Creek Trail, then around Lake Placid and returned by the same route for a 3-1/2 mile jaunt. Sharon Blake led a hike on Sulphur Springs/Fire Tower Trails for a 4 miler. The group started with 32 hikers, but by the time they returned to the Sulphur Springs shelter only 6 were left in the pack - an overall loss of 80%, which may very well be a GNHA record. The others arrived later in small groups having veered off from Sulphur Springs Trail to return by different routes. Ultimately all were accounted for, so rest easy!

 

While the hikes were taking place, Bev and Tom Parlier and Dianne Whitt got the big pot of Hobo stew going after opening many cans and getting the combination of ingredients just right for the discriminating tastes of the GNHAers. Bev and Tom also brought wood for the fireplace, supplemented by wood gathered from the picnic areas by Dianne Whitt and Margaret Burns. 

 

Members brought all kinds of goodies to share - corn bread, cakes, cookies and pecan pie. The Hobo stew was a big hit as always and the yummies added a nice touch. None went to waste. A few brave souls tried the Cowboy Coffee and as far as we know - they are still standing.

 

After the feed Fran Spicer led the group in a rousing rendition of Auld Lang Syne. 
 

More socializing took place, old and new friends reminisced and everyone had a great time.

 

Thanks Tom, Bev and Dianne for bringing all of the essentials, setting up the 'kitchen' and serving the Hobo Stew. Thanks to all of the other helpers - and to all of you who brought food and desserts.

 

 Ron & Sharon Blake

